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Applicant(s): Baumann et al. 

Serial No. Unknown (Parent Serial No. 10/109,804) 

Filed: Herewith (Parent: March 28, 2002) 

For: DECK ASSEMBLY FOR A SELF-PROPELLED, WALK-BEHIND ROTARY LAWN MOWER 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the above- 
identified application: 

Listing of Claims 

1-5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Original) A deck assembly for a walk-behind rotary lawn mower, the deck assembly 
comprising: 

a deck defining a cutting chamber operable to house a cutting member, wherein the 
cutting chamber is bound at least in part by a rear enclosure member; 

a rear discharge port located, when the mower is in an operating configuration, on a rear 
portion of the deck; and 

a duct of substantially rectangular cross section extending through the rear enclosure 
member between the cutting chamber and the rear discharge port, the duct having a first, 
uppermost surface and a second, lowermost surface, wherein the first, uppermost surface and the 
second, lowermost surface both form substantially horizontal planes. 

7. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 6, further comprising a mulch plug operable to 
engage and selectively plug the duct. 

8. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 6, wherein the first, uppermost surface is formed 
at least in part by an underside of the deck. 

9. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 6, wherein the duct is formed at least in part by 
the rear enclosure member. 
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10. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 6, wherein the rear enclosure member defines at 
least a portion of the second, lowermost surface. 

1 1 . (Original) The deck assembly of claim 6, wherein the rear enclosure member is secured 
to the deck with one or more fasteners. 

12. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 6, wherein a duct axis of the duct is substantially 
parallel to a longitudinal axis of the mower. 

13. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 1 2, wherein the duct axis of the duct is laterally 
offset from the longitudinal axis of the mower. 

14. (Original) A deck assembly for a walk-behind rotary lawn mower, the deck assembly 
comprising: 

a deck defining a cutting chamber operable to house a cutting member, wherein the 
cutting chamber is bound at least in part by a rear enclosure member; 

a rectangular rear discharge port located, when the mower is in an operating 
configuration, on a rear portion of the deck; and 

a duct of substantially rectangular cross section extending through the rear enclosure 
member between the cutting chamber and the rectangular rear discharge port, the duct defining a 
duct axis that is substantially parallel to a longitudinal axis of the mower. 

1 5. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 14, wherein the rectangular rear discharge port 
has a transverse width and a vertical height, wherein the transverse width is greater than the 
vertical height. 

16. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 14, wherein at least a portion of the duct is 
formed by an underside of the deck. 
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1 7. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 14, wherein at least a portion of the duct is 
formed by the rear enclosure member. 

1 8. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 14, further comprising a transmission proximate 
the rear discharge port and operable to power two rear wheels, wherein the transmission is 
drivingly coupled to a prime mover via an endless belt. 

1 9. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 1 8, wherein the endless belt extends through the 
cutting chamber along an underside of the deck. 

20. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 1 8, wherein the endless belt extends through a 
portion of the rear enclosure member. 

21 . (Original) The deck assembly of claim 20, wherein the endless belt is at least partially 
enclosed between an underside of the deck and a belt cover secured to the underside of the deck. 

22. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 21 , wherein the belt cover has a shape that 
substantially conforms to a shape of the underside of the deck. 

23. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 21 , wherein the belt cover abuts the rear 
enclosure member. 

24. (Original) The deck assembly of claim 14, further comprising a side discharge port 
located, when the lawn mower is in the operating configuration, generally along a lateral side 
portion of the mower, the side discharge port having a door associated therewith, the door 
operable to selectively cover the side discharge port. 



25. (Original) A walk-behind rotary lawn mower, comprising: 
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a deck assembly comprising: 

a deck defining a cutting chamber operable to house a cutting member, wherein 
the cutting chamber is bound at least in part by a rear enclosure member; 

a side discharge port located, when the mower is in an operating configuration, 
generally along a lateral side portion of the deck, the side discharge port having a door 
associated therewith, the door operable to selectively cover the side discharge port; 

a substantially rectangular rear discharge port located, when the mower is in the 
operating configuration, on a rear portion of the deck; and 

a duct of generally rectangular cross section extending between the cutting 
chamber and the rear discharge port, the duct defined in part by a lower surface and an 
upper surface, wherein both the lower surface and the upper surface form substantially 
horizontal planes; 

a plurality of wheels operable to support at least the deck assembly in rolling engagement 
with a ground surface; 

a prime mover coupled to the deck assembly; and 

a cutting blade located within the cutting chamber, the cutting blade rotatable under 
control of the prime mover. 

26. (Original) The lawn mower of claim 25, wherein the duct is formed at least in part by 
the rear enclosure member. 

27. (Original) The lawn mower of claim 25, wherein the rear enclosure member defines 
opposing sides of the duct, the opposing sides forming substantially vertical planes. 

28. (Original) The lawn mower of claim 25, further comprising a collection apparatus 
operable to fluidly couple to the rear discharge port. 
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29. (Original) The lawn mower of claim 25, wherein one or more of the plurality of wheels 
is operatively driven by the prime mover. 

30. (Original) The lawn mower of claim 25, further comprising a mulch plug operable to 
engage and effectively seal the rear discharge port. 

3 1 . (Original) The lawn mower of claim 25, wherein the door further comprises a latching 
device operable to substantially immobilize the door when the door covers the side discharge 
port. 



32-33. (Cancelled) 



